


riots in whIch J. property was attacked. When the
Nazis came to power in 1933, the J. pop. was 60. By
Sept. 1935, J. businessmen had sold their businesses
or were facing financial ruin as a result of the Nazi
boycott measures. The synagogue was sold in 1937.
In 1939, there were only seven Jews in R. No further
information about their fate is available.

RUMSISKES (Yid. Rumshishok) Kaunas dist.,
,Lithuania. Jews first settled in the 19th cent. During
WWI, the Russian army expelled the Jews. About half
(50 families, or 42% of the total) returned. R. was a
summer resort, mainly for yeshiva students and teach
ers. There was a Hebrew school, part of the Tarbut net
work, and the Zionist movement won widespread sup
port. Relations with non-Jews were good until 1940
when the Soviet occupation brought out latent antisem
itism. The J. pop. in 1938 consisted of 50 families.
After the German invasion in June 1941, Lithuanian

nationalists took over the town. All able-bodied J.
men were sent to forced labor in nearby Pravieniskes,
where they were murdered on 4 Sept. The women and
children were shot outside R. on 2 Sept. 1941.

RUNDENI Latgale dist., Latvia. The J. pop. in 1935
was five' (total 288). All were murdered by the Ger
mans and Latvians in summer or fall 1941.

RUSCOVA (Hung." Visooroszi) N. Transylvania
dist., Rumania. Jews first settled in the early 18th
cent. The community's rabbi, R. Avraham Shelomo
Katz, ran a yeshiva with 75 students in the 1930s.
Zionist activity began after WWI and members of the
youth movements immigrated to Palestine. The J.
pop. in 1930 was 1,034 (32% of the total). In June
1942, Jews aged 20-42 were drafted into labor battal
ions in the Ukraine, where most died. On 18 April
1944, the J. pop. was transferred to the Viseul de Sus
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forced labor. On 26 June, they were deported to Ausch
witz. The Zionists managed to save 13 by providing
them with counterfeit certificates. The postwar com
munity numbered 81 in 1955.

KEDAINIAI (Yid. Keidan) Kedainiai dist., Lithua
nia. Jews first settled at the late 15th cent. They were
expelled for a short time and then allowed to return.
In the 17th cent. Prince Radziwill granted all citizens,
including Jews, the right to vote while his son, Yanush,
provided Jews with military training in case of emer
gency. Boguslav, the heir of Yanush, restricted the
Jews to a ghetto, but leased his palace to a Jew, to
whom he gave authority to judge and impose fines
upon fellow Jews. The K. J. community was one of
the original members of the 1. self-governing Council
of the Land of Lithuania (1623-1764). After the
Council's demise, K. was the site of two more meet~

ings of the Lithuanian J. communities. The Vilna
Gaon (1720-97) was educated in K and married a K
native. A large and beautiful synagogue was completed
in 1807. A yeshiva was founded in the beginning of the
18th cent. which existed until the Holocaust. In 1884,
with the help of K. natives in New York, the Ohel
Moshe talmud torah, named for Moses Montefiore,
was fOUllded; in 1888 it became a modem school,
teaching both secular and religious subjects. K. had
many adherents of the Haskala movement. In the
l880s and l890s, the economic situation and antisem
itism led many to emigrate to England, the U.S., and
South Africa. By 1898' there were seven synagogues.
Even prior to the Hovevei Zion movement of the
1880s, some immigrated to Eretz Israel. In 1811, She
lomo Za1man Tzoref went to Palestine with other fol
lowers of the Vilna Gaon. He was the grandfather of
Yoel Moshe Solomon, one of the founders of Petah
Tikva. In the 1880s and l890s, several Zionist organi
zations were established and many.contributed to set
tlement funds for Eretz Israel. The J. pop. in 1897
was 3,233 (61 % of the total). During WWI, the Russian'
army expelled the Jews to Russia; some went to Vilna.
After the war most returned. Relations with the Lithua
nians were good and Jews actively supported Lithua
Dian independence. Between the World Wars, a J.
cOl:ncil ran the community's affairs. In 1926, two com
petmg organizations took over its functions. Five of the

. 12 city councilors elected in 1931 were Jews. In the
1930s, relations with the Lithuanians worsened and J.
businesses were boycotted. The community maintained

a Hebrew school, a Yiddish school, a heder, and a He
brew junior high school. The Zionist movement won
widespread support. Many of the youth emigrated to
Palestine, the U.S., and South Africa. On the eve of
the German invasion in 1941, the J. pop. was about
2,500. The Gennans issued a variety of antisemitic de
crees and Lithuanian nationalists introduced a regime
of terror and mass arrests which led to the immediate
murder of 125 J. men and women in the Babenai forest.
In July, 200 Jews were killed in the Tevciunai forest.
The remaining Jews were put in a ghetto, together
with 1,000 Jews from surrounding towns. On 28
Aug. 1941 , after 13 days without food, all were
brought to Smilaga Creek, forced into pits, and shot.

KEFALONIA (Kephallinia, Cephallonia, Kefallinia)
Ionian Islands, Greece. The first Jews to settle on the
island of K. lived in Achelous in the 12th-13th cents.
Jews were brought to K. in the 17th cent. by its gover
nor, who was interested in developing the bookbinding
industry. Most lived in the capital, Argostoli. After
1821, when the Greek revolt broke out, many Jews es
caping anti-J. fennent settled in K But antisemitism
also occurred in K, such as a blood libel in 1822.
The J. pop. in 1823 was 130 (total 53,090). Jews did
not enjoy equal civil rights until K. was annexed to
Greece in 1864. In the 1890s, the community's finan
cial position was undennined and its members became
indifferent to the problems related to J. community life.
The community was soon dismantled. The J. pop. in
1907 was 18. Only one Jew lived there in 1940.

KEHL AM RHEIN Baden, Germany. Jews first set
tled in 1862 after emancipation accorded them freedom
of residence in Baden. A community was officially
formed in 1881 and a synagogue was consecrated in
1889. The community maintained a pop. of around
150 in the early 20th cent. (2% of the total), with the
majority trading in cattle. Despite anti-J. agitation, the
Jews participated fully in local life. After WWI, the J.
pop. dropped through emigration and a declining birth
rate, numbering 109 in 1933. Under the Nazis, persecu
tion commenced immediately in 1933 and most 1. busi
nesses were soon liquidated. In 1934-39,49 emigrated,
12 to Palestine and 26 to nearby France. On Kristall
nacht (9-10 Nov. 1938), the synagogue was vandalized
and J. men were sent to the Dachau concentration camp
afterbeing beaten and tonnented. Eight more Jews sub
sequently emigrated, while in the whole period 39 left
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